Correlation between outer-membrane lysis and susceptibility of mitochondria to inhibition by adriamycin and polyamines.
Pretreatment of rat liver mitochondria with digitonin or osmotic shock increases their susceptibility to respiratory inhibition by adriamycin and polyamines. Since enhanced inhibitor sensitivity coincides in each case with lysis of the mitochondrial outer membranes, the possibility is raised that this membrane represents a permeability barrier to certain polar, organic cations.